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mountains of eastern Afghanistan are
made of steel, Mr. Speaker; and the
ability of the United States of America
to manufacture steel, merchantable
steel, is at the very essence of our abil-
ity to provide for the common defense.

It also strengthens our economy. In
Indiana, 30,000 families make their
livelihood in the steel industry. In-
creased efficiency and technological in-
novation combined with our hard-
working employees have made the
steel industry the envy of the world.
Yet our policies have been rewarding
uncompetitive and destructive behav-
ior. Domestic steel production is vital
to the national interest; it is vital to
strengthening our economy.

I commend the President of the
United States today as we anticipate
his decision, selective tariffs, using
section 201 of the Trade Act. It is im-
portant that we support the steel in-
dustry in America long term and pre-
serve our ability to produce the arsenal
of democracy which gives the enemies
of freedom pause and gives the friends
of freedom hope all across the world.

f

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). Pursuant to the order of
the House of January 23, 2002, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized during morning hour debates
for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently the National Governors Associa-
tion passed a resolution calling for ac-
tion to prevent the brand-name drug
industry from blocking access to lower-
cost generic drugs. It turns out that
the drug industry is cheating con-
sumers out of literally billions of dol-
lars in prescription drug savings by il-
legally and unethically keeping generic
competitors off the market.

Shocking, is it not, that the drug in-
dustry would exploit loopholes in the
law to make sure that American con-
sumers continue to pay higher prices
than necessary for lifesaving products?
We are talking about the same indus-
try that charges Americans two and
three and four times what it charges in
other countries. We are talking about
an industry that pummels American
consumers with ads on TV and in mag-
azines and on radio promoting a hand-
ful of drugs that just happen to be
some of the most expensive drugs on
the market.

As a matter of fact, the drug indus-
try’s use of direct-to-consumer adver-
tising to manipulate the public is just
as insidious as the tricks the industry
uses to keep generic competition off
the market. The European Union does
not permit direct-to-consumer adver-
tising, neither does Japan nor Canada
nor Israel. In fact, only one other coun-
try in the world, New Zealand, permits
direct-to-consumer advertising of pre-
scription drugs. That is because this
advertising skews health care towards
the newest, most expensive drugs, re-
gardless of whether these drugs are the

best alternative for patients and re-
gardless of the impact on America’s
health care bill.

The industry claims it is doing con-
sumers a favor, that direct-to-con-
sumer advertising is a breakthrough in
consumer education. In 2000, the drug
industry advertised 1 percent of its
10,000 available prescription drugs.
Ninety-five percent of all direct-to-con-
sumer advertising was spent on just 50
of these 10,000 drugs. The drug industry
claims its advertising is highly edu-
cational. Direct-to-consumer adver-
tising is highly profitable, hardly high-
ly educational.

Those 50 drugs I mentioned, the ones
that were most heavily advertised in
2000, were responsible for half of the $21
billion increase in prescription drug
spending. And about those 50 drugs,
they are not for 50 different conditions.
Most of those drugs are simply copycat
drugs.

We see ads for Vioxx and Celebrex,
$239 million worth, which are alter-
native treatments for the same condi-
tion, arthritis. We see ads for Claritin
and Zyrtec and Allegra to the tune of
$227 million, all for the treatment of al-
lergies. Billions of dollars are spent on
ads for fewer than 30 health problems.
American consumers pay for those ads
when we shell out two and three and
four times more than consumers in any
other country in the world. We pay for
those ads when the 50 most heavily ad-
vertised drugs account for half of the
dramatic annual increase in spending.

Prescription drug inflation is fueling
double-digit increases in health care
premiums, it is pushing State budgets
into the red, and it is forcing seniors
into poverty. And behind it all are ro-
mantic images of allergy-free people
digging in their gardens and playing
with their puppies.

The drug industry has a chokehold on
the United States. They charge Ameri-
cans more than any other consumer;
they manipulate American consumers
with questionable TV and print ads;
and they block access to affordable
medicines, even though 70 million
Americans, many of them seniors, do
not have the benefit of insurance and
are paying hundreds of dollars out of
pocket.

So where is the Bush administration?
Why is George Bush not outraged about
this? Where is his administration? The
administration does not like to be per-
ceived as catering to large corporations
at the expense of American consumers.
The administration bristles at the no-
tion that it turned to Enron and big oil
when it formulated its energy policy.
They do not like it when you point out
that they turned to the chemical com-
panies when writing their environ-
mental policy, that they turned to the
insurance companies when they wrote
the Patients’ Bill of Rights. And I am
sure the administration would vehe-
mently deny that their silence on pre-
scription drug prices stems from their
close ties to the drug industry. Well,
the proof is in the pudding. This is a

litmus test in the next year what this
body does about prescription drug
prices, both for the President and for
every Member of Congress. We report
to the American public, not to the drug
industry. If the President and the Con-
gress do not break loose from the drug
industry’s chokehold and reign in that
industry’s unbridled greed, then Amer-
ican voters should send us all packing.

It is as simple as that.
f

SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 23, 2002, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. SMITH) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, we are going to increase the debt
limit of the United States in the next
several days. Already, the debt limit of
the United States, set at $5.95 trillion,
is being apparently violated by having
a debt greater than the debt limit set
by the United States. I think we need a
thorough discussion in this Chamber
and in the Senate and certainly in the
White House of how do we want to
treat debt in the United States; how
deep do we want to go in debt; how
much, if you will, mortgage do we want
to leave to our children and our grand-
children.

It seems that it is reasonable to live
within our means, not to say that our
spending today is so important that it
justifies leaving a larger debt or a larg-
er mortgage to our kids and our
grandkids. If we want to spend money,
then it is reasonable to say to the
American people and be up-front with
them that we are going to increase
taxes and use those revenues for exist-
ing spending rather than, I suggest,
hoodwinking the American people by
increasing our borrowing. The bor-
rowing is not as obvious as tax in-
creases. Therefore, over the last 30
years, we have said we are going to
borrow more and more as government
gets larger and larger and, sadly, a lot
of that borrowing has come from the
trust funds.

Since 1983 when we last changed the
Social Security system, and we
changed it by increasing taxes and re-
ducing benefits, we have had more rev-
enue coming in from the Social Secu-
rity tax, the so-called FICA tax, than
was needed to pay out Social Security
benefits. Just a footnote here to men-
tion that Social Security is a system
that is, and always has been, designed
to tax current workers and use that
money to pay current retirees. As the
number of workers per retiree has di-
minished since we started the program
in 1934, we have developed an obvious
insolvency in the Social Security sys-
tem.

I have heard some of my colleagues
from the other side of the aisle criti-
cize some things the Republicans are
doing. It is easy to demagogue this
kind of program that so many seniors
find so valuable. We now have over 50
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